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other opiate for Eosamund's blame of herself after letting her instincts gain the ascendancy.
It will be found a common case, that when we have yielded to our instincts, and then have to soothe conscience, we must slaughter somebody, for a sacrificial offering to our sense of comfort.
CHAPTEE XIII
A SXJPEKFINE  CONSCIENCE
HOWEVER much Mr. Everard Eomfrey may have laughed at Nevil Beauchamp with his " banana-wreath," he liked the fellow for having volunteered for that African coast-service, and the news of his promotion by his admiral to the post of commander through a death vacancy, had given him an exalted satisfaction, for as he could always point to the cause of failures, he strongly appreciated success. The circumstance had offered an occasion for the new commander to hit him hard upon a matter of fact. Beauchamp had sent word of his advance in rank, but requested his uncle not to imagine him bearing an additional epaulette ; and he corrected the infallible gentleman's error (which had of course been reported to him when he was dreaming of Eenee, by Mrs. Culling) concerning a lieutenant's shoulder decorations, most gravely; informing him of the anchor on the lieutenant's pair of epaulettes, and the anchor and star on a comirinder's, and the crown on a captain's, with a well-feigned soli^itousness to save his uncle from blundering further. This was done in the dry neat manner which Mr. Eomfrey couTd feel to be his own turned on him.
He began to conceive a vague respect for the fellow who had proved him wrong upon a matter of fact. Beauchamp came from Africa rather worn by ^he climate, and immediately obtained the command of the Ariadne corvette, which had been some time in commission ^^%he Mediterranean, whither he departed, without visiting? Steynharn; allowing